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The four-plex is set to be destroyed if the Reese Davidson project is approved. 

VENICE- Four families who have been calling an affordable housing fourplex home, some for
more than 30 years, say they are fearful they may soon be evicted. 

The families will be displaced if the Venice Community Housing (VCHC) and Hollywood
Community Housing (HCC) multi-million dollar 2.8 acre Reese Davidson project on the Venice
Canals is approved. 



"I thought the whole point was to preserve affordable housing at the beach," said one tenant who
has lived in the building for 30 years. "Why are they destroying ours." 

The Reese-Davidson Community on the Venice Canals will needlessly destroy 4 existing units of affordable housing - displacing 4
Venice families.

 The tenants have been warned of the displacement with a letter sent by the City.  "It's been a
non-subject that they are going to displace us," said one woman who has lived in the building for
39 years. 

The fourplex is made up of three two-bedroom apartments and one three-bedroom apartment.
New apartments in the project call for 140 micro-units, averaging 460 square feet at the price tag
of $1 million a door. 
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According to a state law called the Mello Act --something meant to preserve and expand the
number of affordable dwelling units in the Coastal Zone-- any affordable unit destroyed in a
building process must be replaced. Meaning VCHC, by law, has to replace the families'
apartments with like ones on the Westside. However--since rent is so low at the current location--
the families say they are worried they won't be able to find something similar the same price. 

One single mother who has been living in the apartment with four kids, one with developmental
disabilities, says it's the only home her kids have known. "They want to destroy my home. My
children were born and raised here. All of our life is here. I work here; they go to school here. I
don't know what I would do if they leave us homeless."

The four-plex is currently located where draft plans call for a parking garage. The City's original
request for proposals states that developers didn't need to use the entire 2.8-acre lot to build on.
Meaning they could have left the four-plex alone. 

While the four families say they are fearful of being evicted, there are still questions about who
will live in the new building.  VCHC has testified that "artist lofts" are a part of the project.
However, current plans only show live/work micro-apartments. Research also points out that
VCHC claims the project will alleviate Venice's homeless problem. Still, City records show that
129 of 136 non-manager units are for families who could be making up to $90,000, with no units
reserved for the homeless. 

The project is slated to go in front of the Planning Land Use Committee on Tuesday, November
2. Click here for more information on the meeting. 
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